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Kenya 


Tanzania’s Mwinyi, Malagasy’s Ravony Stop Over 


EA0903190695 Nairobi KNA in English 1305 GMT 
9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Nairobi, 9 Mar (KNA)— 
President Ali Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania said today 
that preparations for the opening of the new East African 
Community in Arusha have been completed and what 
was being awaited was the appointment of the organiza- 
tion’s secretary general and his two deputies. 


Speaking at the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport, 
President Mwinyi said accommodation for the commu- 
nity’s top executive has been finalized and expressed the 
hope that the secretariat will be operational this month. 


The Tanzanian head of state, who was on his way to 
Copenhagen, Denmark to attend the social summit, told 
the press that it was sad that most African countries were 
facing economic problems because of the structural 
adjustment programmes (SAP’s) imposed by donor 
countries as conditions for aid to develop their econo- 
mies. [passage omitted]. 


Meanwhile the Madagascar prime minister, Mr. Fran- 
cisque Ravony, said he would like to see Kenya Airways 
fly to Madagascar so as to help strengthen trade ties 
between the two sister countries. Already, he said, the 
Malagasy national airline flies to Nairobi and expressed 
the hope that reciprocal flights by Kenya Airways will 
boost tourism between the two countries. 


The Malagasy prime minister, who made a one-hour 
stopover on his way to Copenhagen for the social 
summit, said about 40 agenda issues will be discussed at 
the summit. He said the most important issue at the 
summit is likely to be the debt problem among African 
countries. 


Somalia 
Mogadishu Port Reopens Following ‘Warlords’ 
Accord 


ABO0903 182595 Paris AFP in English 1340 GMT 
9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 9 Mar (AFP)— 
Mogadishu’s port reopened Thursday [9 March] after the 
departure of UN troops and its brief occupation by 
militias loyal to south Mogadishu warlord Mohamed 
Farah Aidid. The first merchant ship, the Egyptian vessel 
Rashida, out of Dubai, docked at midday (0900 GMT) 
following an agreement by General Aidid and north 
Mogadishu warlord Ali Mahdi Mohamed to appoint a 
joint committee to run the port rather than fight for it. 
The two warlords have also agreed to reopen the Somali 
Capital’s airport. 


EAST AFRICA 1 


Further on Port Reopening 


EA0903210495 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the om Somali People in Somali 1820 GMT 
Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In order to implement the recent 
agreement signed by Mohamed Farah Aidid and Ali 
Mahdi Mohamed, the Mogadishu International Port was 
officially opened today. Representatives of the joint 
political committee, Abdi Hassan Awale alias Abd Qayb- 
did, Engineer Mohamed Hussein Adow, and Nur Shaykh 
Mohamed toured the port where they told local reporters 
that in line with the agreement, the port was reopened at 
1100 after which one ship and two boats carrying various 
types of goods docked for unloading. They said equip- 
ment used for unloading goods was taken away by UN 
Operation in Somalia [UNOSOM}], but Somali techni- 
cians are assisting in the work. They called on UNOSOM 
to return the equipment belonging to the Somali people 
immediately. They also urged the people to make use of 
their gains. 


Tanzania 


Government To Move Against Foreign Armed 
Groups 


EA0903204095 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1600 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The government has warned that 
it will take stern steps against any military groups that 
cross into the country from neighboring countries, and 
act in a hostile manner toward or threaten the security of 
citizens and their property. 


A statement issued by the Internal Minister Ernest 
Nyanda in Dar es Salaam today, said the warning follows 
the crossing into Tanzania on 24 February of forces from 
Burundi on the pretext of tracking Party for the Libera- 
tion cf the Hutu People [Palipehutu] fighters. He said in 
the incident, the soldiers from Burundi, after crossing 
the border into the country, threatened the security of 
citizens and their property by burning a house of a 
Tanzanian, (Shaaban Makule), preventing teachers and 
pupils of (Mugikombero) Primary School from going to 
school, and stealing the clothes of a citizen suspected of 
belonging Palipehutu. The soldiers also destroyed and 
cut to pieces the bicycle tyres of (Julius Brasio) from 
(Kasinye) Village, in (Kirusha) location. The sound of 
gunfire was also heard in (Msakato), Manyovu, and 
(Kasinge) in (Kishura) location, in Kanazi Division, 
which frightened and alarmed citizens of the area. 


He said these incidents and several others have caused 
the citizens to fear for their lives and property. The 
government also condemned the refugees in the country 
who use our territory for military training thus causing 
fighting in this country. The government reiterates its 
call to all refugees to obey, and to abide by all the laws of 
the country if they want to live safely and calmly here. 
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Minister Explains Withdrawing Troops From 
Liberia 


EA0903210095 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
External Service in English 1600 gmt 9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Eight hundred soldiers of the 
Tanzania People’s Defense Forces, the TPDF, who were 
sent to Liberia as part of an international peacekeeping 
force, are expected back in the country at the end of this 
month. The Tanzanian soldiers were sent to Liberia in 
December 1993 to help in the process of restoring peace 
in Liberia which has been torn in a civil war for years 
now. 
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The minister for defense and national service, Colonel 
Abdulrahman Kinana, told reporters today that the 
government has decided to withdraw the soldiers for 
three main reasons. He said ‘the first reason was that 
their stay in Liberia was supposed to be six months but 
they exceeded the period, 14 months after being 
requested by the Economic Community of West African 
States, ECOWAS. [sentence as heard] The second reason 
[is] that there is no sign of peace in Liberia. He said the 
third reason was that the United Nations was facing 
financial problems, hence it could not continue keeping 
the forces there. Col. Kinana said the government com- 
mends President Jerry Rawlings of Ghana for his efforts 
in trying to bring peace in war-torn Liberia. 
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Mandela’s UN Social Summit Speech Previewed 


MB0903151195 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
9 Mar 95 p 5 


[Report by political correspondent Ismail Lagardien] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa is a poor country 
and its indigenous people carry the burden of this 
poverty. This is the essence of a message Pres:ent 
Nelson Mandela will give the world tomorrow when ne 
addresses the United Nations summit on social develop- 
ment in Copenhagen, Denmark. 


The President leaves South Africa today and with his 
international stature he may be able to sway global 
thinking on poverty and social development in the world 
as world leaders and NGOs gather in the Danish capital 
tomorrow. The conference aims to discuss ways and 
means by which poverty can be uprooted, employment 
created and social integration achieved. 


“Economic growth and development must go hand in 
hand,” the minister responsible for the RDP [Recon- 
struction and Development Program], Mr Jay Naidoo, 
said yesterday. ‘““Thus our emphasis on human resource 
development, job creation and fiscal discipline. 


“We believe that development stimulates economic 
growth—this position we shall put forward and share 
with the nations represented at the summit,” he said. 


According to the information South Africa will lay 
before the summit on Friday. the poverty gap—which is 
an indicator not only of the amount of people trapped in 
poverty, but also the extent of the poverty—amounted to 
R18 billion [rands] in 1993. 


Alarmingly, 74 percent of the poverty burden is carried 
by persons living in the former TVBC [Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei] states (Africans). The 
document prepared bs the Svervey on Living Standards 
and Development further shows that 70 percent of the 
poverty gap arises from rural African families. 


Other statistics in the document—probably the most 
comprehensive work of its kind in South Africa yet— 
explain that black people have !|3 percent of the amount 
of disposable income of whites. 


This cycle of poverty is compounded by decrepit social 
conditions such as access to clean water, education and 
health care. For example only 34 percent of Africans 
have access to flush toilets. 


Ironically, while South Africa produces more than 50 
percent of the electricity in Africa, only 30 percent of the 
local population have electricity in their homes. 


Mandela Urges ‘Strong Action’ Against Students 


MB0903 163195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1554 GMT 9 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Mar 9 SAPA— 
President Nelson Mandela appealed on Thursday to 
un'versity authorities to clamp down on students “run- 
ning amok”. 
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“I am asking all university authorities to take strong 
disciplinary action,” he told a function in Johannesburg, 
before departing for Denmark. 


Wits [Witwatersrand] University was recently disrupted 
by student and staff protests against the university’s 
handling of a labour dispute. 


Mr Mandela said “the white recior seems scared” of 
dealing firmly with unruly blacks, but this was effectively 
“racism in reverse”. He said militant groups were 
turning the country “upside down” and needed to be 
dealt with quickly. 


“I am going to crack down on all people creating chaos in 
this country,” Mr Mandela promised. 


Mandela: Economic Growth Needs Political 
Stability 

MB0903 164295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1528 GMT 9 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Mar 9 SAPA— 
President Nelson Mandela urged business or Thursday 
to join his government in creating the national stability 
needed for economic growth. 


“I am going to crack down on all people creating chaos in 
this country,” he told the launch of the National Business 
Initiative (NBI) in Johannesburg. “Business cannot flourish, 
our economy cannot grow, once there’s instability.” 


The needs of the country’s population could not be met 
and business could not prosper in an uncertain and 
turbulent environment. 


President Mandela’s government has in recent weeks 
been faced with growing discontent in educational insti- 
tutions and housing- starved communities, as well as 
with an unruly job-hungry labour force. 


“South Africa demands practical action to ensure in our 
own country we have economic growth, and that cannot 
happen without peace and stability,” Mr Mandela said. 


He hailed the formation of the NB/i as a “very encour- 
aging sign” in businesses efforts to promote peace and 
development. 


The NBI has been formed out of the former Urban 
Foundation and the Consultative Business Movement. It 
aims to act in concert with government and civil society 
in promoting economic growth, development and a 
stable political arena. 


“The goals we have set ourselves are more or less 
common, but there are enormous differences on how to 
achieve these goals,” the president toid business leaders 
and ambassadors. 


He noted that big business had played a key role in the 
country’s well-being, but its resources needed to be 
shared further with civil society and its contribution to 
development extended. 
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““Now we are building a new country,” he said. “Now we 
have to take the initiative, we have to be upfront, in 
suggesting solutions to the probi=ms of the country.” 


With its skills and expertise, ‘south African business 
could play an even more impor iant role in the country’s 
future prosperity, especially i: developing its human 
resources. 


The NBI aims to help its corporate members in tackling 
developmental issues and also to seek ways in which 
business’ resources can support the country’s political 
transition. 


Mandela Bars Union From Operating in Prisons 


MB1!1003 125495 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 10 Mar 95 p 1 


(Report by Adrian Hadland] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—Government has 
barred the SA [South Africa] Prisoners’ Organisation for 
Human Rights (Sapohr) from operating in prisons. 


The order was issued yesterday by Correctional Services 
Minister Sipho Mzimela on the instruction of President 
Nelson Mandela. Mzimela said he bad been instructed 
“to restrict with immediate effect, all ... Sapohr activities 
at prisons which could promote unlawful activities or ... 
lead to loss of lives and damage”. 


Sapohr leader Golden Miles Bhudu had told government 
to set up an amnesty resolution committee before April 
10 with a view to determining the release of common law 
prisoners, or prisoners countrywide would start mass 
action, Mzimela said. Such demands had in the past led 
to riots, deaths and extensive damage. 


Government would “not allow itself to be held te ransom 
by threats of violence’’. 


It was Mandela’s prerogative to decide when and how be 
would grant special remission of sentences. 


Government, following recommendations by the Krie- 
gler commission probe of unrest in prisons and a study 
by the national advisory council on correctional services, 
had decided “not to accede to the request for the 
establishment of an amnesty resolution committee”. 


Sapohr, which had been given the opportunity to moti- 
vate its proposals to both bodies, had been informed of 
the restrictions placed on it. 


A senior Correctional Services Department source said: 
“The organisation has been ail but banned.” If it wanted 
access to any prisoner it would have to apply to the 
commissioner of prisons. 


Mbeki Drops Plans for Talks With Buthelezi 


MB0903151095 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 9 Mar 95 p 2 


[Report by Farouk Chothia] 
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[FBIS Transcribed Text] Deputy President Thabo Mbeki 
dropped plans yesterday for immediate talks with 
Inkatha Freedom Party leader Mangnsuthu Buthelezi on 
international mediation. 


The ANC, in move likely to delay the process yet again, 
said it would start consultation within its own ranks to 
formulate terms of reference for mediation. It also planned 
to solicit the views of its seven provincial premiers. 


Inkatha spokesman Sipho Mzimela said he believed 
Mbeki was still committed to mediation but needed 
more time to persuade his ANC colleagues. 


Earlier this week Mbeki’s office said a meeting between 
the Deputy President and Buthelezi was on the cards. 


However, yesterday Mbeki’s spokesman, Thami Nten- 
teni, said no meeting was scheduled “for either this week 
or next week”. Ntenteni said progress in breaking the 
mediation deadlock could be made only after the ANC 
had gone through a process of consultation, just as 
Inkatha had done at iis special conference in Ulundi at 
the weekend. 


ANC spokesman Jackson Mthembu said the views of the 
party’s provincial premier were crucial because the main 
item for mediation—the devolution of powers—would 
affect them directly. 


““We have to decide whether we want one country or nine 
countries.” 


While the ANC was committed to mediation, it needed 
to formulate terms of reference and decide how media- 
tion “links up with the constitution-making process’’. 


Mzimela said Mbeki appeared to be treading carefully, 
as he had previously beeii “stabbed in the backs by his 
colleagues”. 


Buthelezi has repeatedly credited Mbeki with drafting 
acceptable terms of reference before last year’s election, 
claiming that these were later scuppered by ANC and NP 
[National Party] negotiators Cyril Ramaphosa and Roelf 
Meyer. 


Mzimela said he hoped the consultation process would end 
soon, as Inkatha would withdraw from the Constitutional 
Assembly if mediation did not start within a month. 


Mthembu said the ANC would not bow to “unilateral 
deadlines and strong-arm tactics”. 


Rocket Artillery System To Be Demonstrated 


MB0903193595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1849 GMT 9 Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria March 9 SAPA—-The 
South African-designed Bateleur rocket artillery system, 
capable of firing 40 rockets at one second intervals as far 
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as 39km, is to be shown abroad for the first time, Denel 
spokesman Paul Holtzhausen said on Thursday. 


He said the weapon would be on display from March 19 
to 23 at the Idex 95 Middle East defence show in Abu 
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 


Live demonstrations of the 127mm rocket system, devel- 
oped by Denel’s Somchem Division, would be carried 
out in the Magqatra Desert range outside Abu Dhabi. 


Mr Holtzhausen said the Idex 95 land and marine forces 
exhibition would attract exhibitors from 24 countries, 
including the United States, France and Russia. 


The South African arms manufacturer would also dem- 
onstrate its GS and G6 artillery systems. These gun- 
howitzers from Denel’s LIW [expansion unknown] Divi- 
sion had attracted much interest since the Sultanate of 
Oman’s decision last year to purchase the G6 system, Mr 
Holtzhausen said. Improvements relating to the quicker 
deployment and accuracy of the G6 would be disclosed 
at the sh »w. 


Also on dispiay would be Denel-Eloptro’s laser range- 
finder and night vision monocular. 


“These novel products incorporate the latest technology 
available and feature unique capabilities which would cer- 
tainly draw international attention,” Mr Holtzhausen said. 


He added that the “lucrative” Middle East market was 
important to Denel as its products were ideally suited to 
that region. 


South African Press Review for 9 Mar 
MB0903 113795 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


ILANGA 


Zulu Meeting Provides Hope—Durban ILANGA in 
Zulu on 6-8 March in a page 4 editorial notes: “The 
meeting of the Zulu monarch with the IFP [Inkatha 
Freedom Party]-led KwaZuiu/Natal cabinet at his Kwa- 
Khangela residence recently was a significant step that 
needs to be encouraged and commended, because for a 
long time now there has been an unexplained rift. Some 
have come up with reasons for the state of affairs, but it 
has all been based on opinions from certain sources. 
There has never been a day when the king has sat down 
with members of the royal family to chart any new 
course for the fu:ure. This, it would seem, is what has 
caused all the uncertainty within the royal family. None- 
theless. what was encouraging about the meeting was to 
see his majesty communing with his government’s cab- 
inet in such an amicable and peaceful way. Even though 
we do not know what was discussed, the mere fact that 
the king was amicably mixing with a mixed bag of 
members of the IFP, ANC and others, brought a ray of 
hope for the future.” 
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BUSINESS DAY 


Dismiss Winnie Mandela—As the controversy over 
Winnie Mandela’s latest actions continues, “the govern- 
ment appears increasingly and irresolute,” 
according to Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY on 9 March 
in an editorial on page 16. Because of her support among 
the ANC rank and file and the poor, the government 
“‘wants to appear unequivocally in the right.” “The issue, 
it must be clearly stated, is not the :riminal investiga- 
tion. It is, in the first place, the recurrent reports of 
unethical behavior,” says the editorial. “It is also about 
disciplined and accountable behavior as a government 
official. Mandela has flouted the instructions of the 
president and imperiously refused to meet the man he 
has delegated to deal with her case. These should be 
sufficient grounds for her dismissal.” 


SOWETAN 


Winnie Mandela Should Help Resolve Crisis—Winnie 
Mandela’s initial refusal to meet Deputy President 
Mbeki shows “a knack on her part to compound matters 
that are already difficult,” says a page 8 editorial in the 
9 March edition of Johannesburg SOWETAN in English. 
“There has been so much controversy surrounding Mrs 
Mandela that it was in the interests of not only herself 
but of the Government and the country that the air be 
cleared once and for all—and quickly.” Not meeting 
Mbeki is “defiance of the President.” The editorial 
concludes: “Mrs Mandela should, as responsible 
member of the Government, be prepared to do every- 
thing possible to help resolve the crisis.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Inkatha’s Methods ‘Crass’-—The IFP has returned to 
Parliament but now threatens to walk out of the Consti- 
tutional Assembly, but the party “would do well to 
reflect whether they are achieving any good purpose by 
persisting in a style of brinkmanship which has lost all 
credibility,” according to the 7 March editorial on page 
8 of Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English. “It is a pity 
that Inkatha’s legitimate goal of strengthening and 
entrenching the federal elements in the constitution 
should be pursued in this crass manner.” The very real 
issues raised by Inkatha should be “debated and negoti- 
ated in an atmosphere of rationality and tolerance, 
rather than against a background of heightened rhetoric 
and implicit warnings or threats of civil war.” 


South African Press Review for 10 Mar 
MB1003 100595 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


BEELD 


NP Needs New Image—“The route Deputy President 
F.W. de Klerk spelled out for the National Party [NP] 
over the weekend could enable the party to grow through 
black support so that it plays a greater role in South 
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African politics,” says an editorial on page 8 of Johan- 
nesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 7 March. “But the 
question is whether the party is equipped to, as Mr. De 
Klerk would like, make a breakthrough in the black 
community during the municipal elections.” “It is in the 
interests of the country that South Africans are offered 
the choice of a strong opposition party that could take 
over leadership from the largest party if it fails through 
ineptitude, corruption, or whatever. The NP will not 
reach that goal through strong black support. To make 
itself acceptable to new voters, it must, in addition to the 
right policy, also have an acceptable image. That means, 
inter alia, that its leadership corps should reflect the 
communities where it wishes to recruit voters. As long as 
the party's leaders look almost exclusive:y white, it will 
barely attract significant black support. And it runs the 
danger of losing colored and Indian support as well. The 
sooner the NP gives this matter attention, the better.” 


Regional Security Forum Welcomed—A second edito- 
rial on the same page of the same edition notes: “The 
normalization of international relations in southern 
Africa took a step forward over the weekend with the 
creation of an organization intended to prevent conflicts 
in the region. The new Association of Southern African 
States [ASAS] will exist alongside the Southern African 
Development Community [SADC].” “For South Africa 
the security aspect of the southern African international 
community is most important...and South Africa will be 
involved in the ASAS from the start, and can therefore 
exercise much more influence than it can on the SADC. 
The arrangement will mean that the SADC will manage 
the political, economic, and social relations between 
members, while the ASAS will look after the military and 
security aspects. The ASAS can undoubtedly play a very 
positive role in the region; economic development 
depends on political stability, something that demands 
hard work.” 


Winnie Mandela’s Behavior Unacceptable—Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 8 March points out in a page 12 
editorial: “Mrs. Winnie Mandela has apparently done it 
again. Hardly had she returned from her unauthorized visit to 
West Africa than she was challenging the authority of the 
government by, according to reports, refusing to meet Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki. Mr. Mbeki had been charged with 
investigating Mrs. Mandela’s visit in order to determine what 
steps, if necessary, should be taken against her.” “Whatever 
interpretation she puts on it, Mrs. Mandela’s refusal is not 
just contempt for the authority of Mr. Mbeki and the govern- 
ment; it can be interpreted as undermining the government’s 
credibility. The country is waiting with bated breath to see 
where she will strike next. No government can afford such an 
unguided missile in its midst.” 
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NEW NATIO?ri 
Right Signals Needed From Budget—While warning 
against “‘unjustifiably high expectations” from the 1995- 
96 national budget, the page 8 editorial in the 10 March 
edition of Johannesburg NEW NATION in English says 
the budget should send signals that it is indeed a post- 
apartheid budget. “We will be looking for positive sig- 
nals from government that it intends effecting changes 
that will give tangible meaning to what is currently 
simply a set of paper objectives.” The editorial states: 
“Unless the public service undergoes dramatic restruc- 
turing, we will continue to see billions being poured into 
wasteful structures that are out of step with the new 
order.” “Widespread poverty, unemployment, home- 
lessness and lack of education will continue to haunt us 
while we feed resources into systems that benefit only a 
protected white and affluent minority.” It adds: “We do 
believe that there are possibilities for tremendous sav- 
ings to be achieved through restructuring of each min- 
istry and government department, without necessarily 
compromising delivery and quality of services.” 
WEEKLY MAIL & GUARDIAN 

‘Incompetence’ Benefits Winnie Mandela—“The deputy 
minister of arts, culture, science and technology should 
have been the government member with the longest title 
and the shortest job- lifespan. Instead, her political 
survival is being assisted by incompetence and prevari- 
cation,” according to Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL & 
GUARDIAN in English its 10-16 March editorial on 
page 28. “Mrs Mandela has become the test for two 
important principles: the ANC’s commitment to clean 
and orderly government; and the ability of the new 
system to treat all citizens equally. If the ANC is unable 
now to deal with the festering wound that she represents, 
then there will be a massive loss in the credibility of its 
anti-corruption and rule-of-iaw policies.” The “heavy- 
handed police action,” President Mandela’s delegation 
of authority to deal with his estranged wife, and Deputy 
President Mbeki’s “political gameplaying” are criticized 
for helping keep Winnie Mandela in office. 


BUSINESS DAY 


New Export Industries Needed—Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 10 March in its page 10 
editorial points out the structural decline of the nation’s 
gold-mining industry as the ore is gradually depleted. 
The decline “underlines the country’s need to develop 
export industries based on non-depleting resources or on 
realistic beneficiation or ores and other raw materials.” 
The editorial concludes: “Export processing zones, in 
which firms can operate free of many of the restrictions 
and requirements imposed on other employers, remain 
unacceptable to many unionists and politicians. Their 
opposition wili need to change as the contribution of the 
country’s largest export earner slides.” 
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UN Envoy Says UNITA Troops Withdrawing 
MB0903 203895 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Joint Commission held a 
plenary session this afternoon to discuss the peace pro- 
cess, particularly the disengagement of troops, which has 
faltered. Correspondent Edgar Range: reports: 


UN Special Representative Alioune Blondin Beye just 
completed a 30-minute: news conference in which he 
briefed journalists on ‘he peace process. The good news 
is that the UN representative guaranteed that the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
{[UNITA] is already moving its soldiers to Negage. 


{Begin Beye recording, in French with passage- 
by-passage translation into Portuguese] Of the 533 mil- 
itary and police observers who are scheduled to arrive in 
Angola, 468 have already arrived. We have been suc- 
cessful in realizing this objective. However, it is neces- 
sary to deploy all these observers in several parts of 
Angola, and it has not always been possible to do so. 
Another issue is the communication of viable military 
injormation, without which we cannot implement our 
plans. If we do not get information on time, there can be 
delays in the implementation of the peace process. The 
last point regards the removal of mines. As you know, 
there is a priority plan of action for the removal of mines 
that is aimed at preparing for the arrival of UN military 
contingents and facilitating the free movement of people 
and goods. Delays and failures in implementing each of 
these issues have been noted. 


On 18 February, I left for Bailundo to bring UNITA’s 
attention to the need to correct this situation. When the 
Joint Commission held its 10th session on 2 March, it 
created an ad hoc working group of military experts to 
define concrete measures and come up with a timetable 
to correct the situation in the best way possible and even 
make up for lost time. This group accomplished its task, 
and we congratulate them. We also congratulate the 
government and UNITA for their positive contribution 
in the process. On all of the issues that I have just 
mentioned, concrete measures have already been 
defined and a timetable established, and the timetables 
aie already being implemented. UNITA troops have 
withdrawn from Uige and are heading toward Negage, as 
had been agreed upon. [end recording] 
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Government: UNITA Prepares To Attack 
Camacuio 


MB0903205395 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] is carrying out 
military operations against Ango‘an Armed Forces 
[FAA] positions in Camacuio District, 300 km north of 
Namibe Province. Between 22 February and 3 March, 
UNITA carried out six «ttacks against FAA forces and 
four attacks against Molongue and Caulinguila settle- 
ments, killing 19 people, wounding four others, and 
abducting three civilians. In addition to attacking, 
abducting, and looting people’s property, UNITA sol- 
diers also stole 257 head of cattle. Miguel Capengo, vice 
provincial governor for defense, said UNITA troops are 
assembling men and war materiel along the Canguila 
River for eventual attacks on the population. [passage 
omitted] 


Namibia 
N Promises T: Stance on C 
ieeme ough on Crime, 


MB0903192295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1909 GMT 9 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Windhoek 9 March SAPA— 
President Sam Nujoma on Thursday spoke out strongly 
against crime and violent attacks in Namibia, vowing to 
capture and punish the person who shot and wounded a 
policeman at the weekend. 

The shooting happened when police intervened to stop a 
small riot in Windhoek's Katutura suburb, sparked by a 
7nd guard shooting dead a man who tried to stab 

im. 

This was an attack on the authority of the state and 
would not be tolerated, Mr Nujoma told a crowd of 
several thousand in Katutura at his first presidential 
rally of the year. 


Some Namibians seemed to have misunderstood 
freedom and independence, but no citizen had the right 
to attack others. Instead, incidents should be reported to 
the police. 

“Freedom and independence mean responsibility and 
accountability to yourself as a citizen and an obligation 
to promote peace, love and brotherhood and not to take 
the law into your own hands,” Mr Nujoma said. 

He warned that his government would have no mercy on 
criminals, and urged the public to assist police in main- 
taining law and order. 

“If you think I am joking, try me and you will feel sorry. 
This honeymoon cf violence will be ended.” 
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Key Figures Resume Peace Talks in Monrovia 


AB1003132095 Paris AFP in English 1217 GMT 
10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, March 10 (AFP)— 
Five key figures in moves to end the five-year-old 
Liberian civil war have begun a new series of meetings 
here in a bid to get the flagging peace process back on 
track, a warlord said Friday. 


Alhaji Koromah, chairman of the United Liberation 
Movement (ULIMO), said they begaa the meetings at a 
local hotel on Wednesday under the chairmanship of 
Kissi paramount chief, Tamba Tailor. 


The meetings involve five nominees to a new ruling council, 
which under a peace accord signed in Accra, Ghana in 
December should have been set up two months ago. 


Also among the five are Armed forces of Liberia (AFL) 
chief of staff General Hezekiah Bowen, Tom Woewiyu 
of the so-called coalition forces and the nominee of the 
all-Liberia national conference, Oscar Quiah. 


Koromah said the meetings were “aimed at taking pos- 
itive steps in the peace process”, adding that key warlord 
Charles Taylor had been invited to come to Monrovia to 
join them “within 10 days” with a view to implementing 
the Accra accord “including disarmament”. 

Last month Taylor, who leads the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia (NPFL), told a factional newssheet he 
would not go to the Liberia’ ~*vital, claiming there were 
plans to kill him. 


Koromah said Friday the five ‘a. already agreed to the 
principle of a six-member coun..i of state, or collective 
presidency, which “should be seated before the end of 
this month.” He urged the UN and other international 
organisations “to join us in showing goodwill and sup- 
port for our efforts.” 


Under the Accra accord, a ceasefire came into effect on 
December 28, but since then there have been reports of 
fighting in several parts of the west African country, 
particularly the southeast where over 52,000 displaced 
people have arrived this year in the port city of Bucha- 
nan, 90 kilometres (55 miles) southeast of here. 


The war began as an NPFL rebellion against the blood- 
stained regime of former President Samuel Doe on 
December 24, 1989. Doe was captured and tortured to 
death by an NPFL splinter group nine months later in 
Monrovia. 


ULIMO’s Johnson: NPFL Violates Cease-Fire 


AB0903224295 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


brought to a halt by the stay-at-home, there have been 
more complaints of ihe cease-fire violence. Roosevelt 
Johnson of the Krahn faction of ULIMO [United Liber- 
ation Movement for Democracy in Liberia] called us up 
to complain about the activities of Charles Taylor’ NPFL 
[National Patriotic Front of Liberia]. J ssephine Hazely 
asked him what his complaint was: 


[Begin recording] [Roosevelt] Yesterday, around 5 am, 
Hendi—about 35 miles away from Bong Mines—was 
attacked by the NPFL forces in which they killed over 
200 civilians. They abducted about 400 civilians about 
two weeks along the Kakata-Bong Mines axis. We con- 
sider this as a gross violation of the cease-fire agreement 
and we are calling on the chairman of ECOWAS [Fco- 
nomic Community of West African States] and the 
United Nations to prevail or Mr. Taylor to stop the 
innocent bloodshed. 

{Hazely] Didn’t they kill any of your soldiers? 


[Roosevelt] In the incident, one of our soldiers got killed 
in the fighting in Hendi yesterday. 


[Hazely] Now, did you kill any of his men? 


[Roosevelt] Well, they suffered severe casualty from our 
forces, and in the process, only one of our soldiers got 
killed. But look, we are not trying to boast on whatsoever 
casualty that they may have sustained. Even though they 
felt the weight. But what we are concerned about is that 
we signed a cease-fire, and in the agreement we agreed to 
open up the roads and let the people move about freely. 
We are tired with bloodshed. This is what we are most 
concerned about. 


(Hazely] And indeed, I understand that the Inter-Faith 
Committee in Monrovia today called for a stay-away in 
order to get the disarmament process going. Now, what 
is your reaction to what the Inter-Faith Committee are 
trying to do? 

[Roosevelt] I think it is necessary for every Liberian to 
apply a little effort in making the peace process move 
forward; but I think in the process you should make 
meaningful contribution. You are talking about people 
staying home, and here in Monrovia people are suffering 
from starvation. Food is not available. People have to go 
ia the street to look for food. You want them to stay 
home. What effect will that have on the peace process? I 
think the process that we are continuing to negotiate 
among ourselves to find an amicable solution is the best 
solution to the process, and rather than trying to inflict 
more hardship on the Liberian people. [end recording] 


Niger 
Government Appoints ‘Top State Functionaries’ 


Armed Forces Appointments 


AB0903224595 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The cabinet met today and 
examined some bills on appointments of some top state 
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functionaries. The appointments were made at the Min- 
istry of Finance and Planning, and the Ministry of 
National Deferse. The government’s spokesperson, Mrs. 
Bouli Ali Diallo, gives details: 

[Begin Diallo recording] [passage omitted] Concerning 
the Ministry of National Defense, the following appoint- 
ments were made: 


Lieutenant Colonel Amadou Moussa Gros of the Niger 
Armed Forces [FAN] has been appointed secretary gen- 
eral at the Ministry of National Defense; Lt. Col. 
Ibrahim Mainassara Barry of the FAN has been 
app >inted chief of general staff of the national Armed 
Forces. Col. Youssoufa Maiga of the National Gendarm- 
erie has been appointed high commander of the National 
Gendarmerie; Lt. Col. Nouhou Bako of the FAN has 
been appointed inspector general of the national Armed 
Forces. [passage omitted] 


New Presidency Military Household Head 
AB0903225095 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 9 Mar 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] The president of the Republic 
and head of state today signed an order appointing the 
head of the military household at the Presidency. Under 
this order, Colonel Issa Mahazou has been appointed 
head of the military household at the Presidency. 


Report on New Appointees 
LD1003122895 Pr ‘is Radio France International 
in French %630 GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Niger there have been changes 
at the top of the military hierarchy with the reappearance 
of several prominent figures from the Kountche-Saibou 
era. Naturally this is not unconnected with the return to 
power of the former single party, the MNSD [National 
Movement for the Society of Development}, whose sec- 
retary general, Hama Amadou, has become prime min- 
ister. Jean-Jacques Louarne: 


[Begin Lc uarne recording] The first of these major 
rehabilitations is that of Ibrahim Bare Mainassara [usu- 
ally referred to as Ibrahim Mainessara Bare} appointed 
chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces. He was a 
leading official of the military regimes of Seyni 
Kountche and Ali Saibou. Other important ajyoint- 
ments are those of Youssoufa Maiga as head of the 
Gendarmerie, and Amadou Moussa Gros as secretary 
general of the Ministry of Defense. These senior officers, 
like Mahamane Dobi, the defense minister, had been 
victims of the purge on which the national conference 
decided. The return of these men to key posts had been 
expected since the MNSD, the former single party, came 
to power on 25 February. Prime Minister Hama 
Amadou knows also that he has a few weeks before 
cohabitation with President Mahamane Ousmane seils 
into stormy waters. The prime minister has made a 
two-fold promise, wherein lies a contradiction: to sort 
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things out without entering into a spirit of revenge or a 
witch hunt. Jean-Jacques Louarne in Bamako for %F!. 
{end recording] 


Migeria 
Government Orders Arrests for Coup Attempt 


29 Officers, Civilians Arrested 


AB1003131095 Paris AFP in English 1252 GMT 
10 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, March 10 (AFP)—The 
Nigerian military government has arrested 29 military 
officers and civilians in connection with a foiled coup 
plot to overthrow it, the armed forces chief-of-staff said 
Friday. 


General Abdul Salam Abubakar gave a press conference 
here and for the first time — “cred media reports that 
soldiers had been arrest«( -< ©<: section with a planned 
coup against General ©+::: Abac’ia’s junta. 


“From the interim repo" » «‘c’: i have received, I’m now 
in the position to confirm ...... some military officers and 
civilians had ganged up to organise a coup d’etat against 
the federal military government,” he said. 


“The coup was planned for the ! st of March,” he added. 


Press reports said Monday that between 150 and 260 
officers had been arrested after ihe uncovering of a plot 
to stage a coup on the nighi of March | during the Eid 
al-Fitr, the celebration marking the end of the Moslem 
holy month of Ramadan. 


Officials at first said there was no coup plot and denied 
that arrests had been made, but then admitted to 
launching a probe within the army to find out who was 
responsible for rumour-mongering that had led to alleged 
dissatisfaction in the services. 


In a separate development, police arrested retired gen- 
eral Shehu Musa Yar'Adua overnight Wednesday at his 
official residence in the federal capital Abuja and took 
him to an unknown destination, one of the general's 
aides told AFP Thursday. 


Yar'Adua was the number two in former military leader 
General Olusegun Obasanjo’s regime from 1976-1979. 


A major figure in the politics of Moslem northern 
Nigeria, the 52-year-old general is a member of the 
constitutional conference preparing Nigeria’s return to 
civilian rule. 

He stood in the June 1993 presidential election which 
the outgoing military regime of General Ibrahim 
Babangida cancelled. Yar’Adua was detained for a few 
days in February last year after criticising A>acha’s 
regime. 

Abacha seized power in November 1993, ousting a 
shortlived unelected civilian administration installed bv 
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his predecessor, Babangida, who stood down in August 
after annullin~ the presidential poll. 


The presumed winner of that vote, Moslem millionaire 
businessman Moshood Abiola, is ailing in an Abuja jail, 
where he faces trial for treason after declaring himself 
head of state in June last year on the strength of the 
voided poll. 


House Arrest for Ex-Leader Babangida 


ABO0903161195 Paris AFP in French 1425 GMT 
9 Mar 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Lagos, 9 Mar (AFP)—General 
Abdulsalam Abubakar, chief of defense staff, will hold a 
news conference in Lagos tomorrow, the office of the 
Ministry of Defense spokesman disclosed today. No 
further details were given on this news conference, which 
will take place five days after the “attempted coup 
d’etat” reported by the Nigerian media. 


In a statement to the official Nigerian news agency, the 
NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA, today, General Fred 
Chijuka, the Ministry of Defense spokesman, said the 
military authorities will make a statement very soon to 
end the “ fanciful” speculations which, according to him, 
followed the “attempted coup d'etat.” 


Gen. Abubakar attended a meeting of the National 
Security Council—which comprises the country’s entire 
military hierarchy—under the chairmanship of the head 
of state, General Sani Abacha, in Abuja on 6 March. No 
details filtered out of that meeting which was held 
behind closed doors and lasted many hours. 


The Nigerian media reported on 6 March that several 
officers—from 150 to over 260, according to the esti- 
mates of various publications—-were arrested following 
this “attempted coup d’etat.”’ This coup d’etat, 
according to the media, was slated to take place during 
the celebration of the ‘Id al-Fitr or Ramadan to mark the 
end of the month of fasting, on 1 and 2 March. 


Hitherto, the official stand of the military authorities is 
that there was no attempted coup d’etat, and that no 
arrests have been made within the Army. The authorities 
have, however, admitted to carrying out interrogations 
within the Army to determine any involvement of those 
soldiers questioned in the peddling of “rumors,” which 
have contributed to “creating discontent within the 
Nigerian Armed Forces.” 


Despite official denials so far of any attempted military 
coup, the Nigerian media continues to insist that large- 
scale arrests have taken place at various points within 
the Army. In a communique issued yesterday, the Com- 
mittee for the Defense of Human Rights called for ‘“‘an 
immediate stop to arbitrary arrests.” As a sign that the 
speculations are gaining ground, the weekly paper, 
TEMPO, published a front page story today claiming 
that the former head of state, General Ibrahim 
Babangida, has been placed under “hovse arrest” in 
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Minna, his native town, in Niger State, Centra! Nigeria. 
According to the paper, the majority of the principal 
Officers involved in the attempted military coup are 
reportedly close to General Babangida. No other source 
has reported the placing of General Babangida under 
“house arrest.” TEMPO further reports that the number 
of soidiers arrested “is 300, according to unofficial 
sources, and the number continues to increase in fright- 
ening proportions.” 


Since 6 March, the name of 45-year-old Colonel Lawan 
Gwadabe, Commander of the 23 Mechanized Division 
stationed at Yola, in northwestern Nigeria, close to the 
Cameroon border, is cited in the mc “ia as one of the 
main instigators of the attempted military overthrow. 
Col. Gwadabe, who was appointed by Gen. Babangida as 
the military governor of Niger State, was commander of 
the National Guard, an elite unit directly responsible to 
Gen. Babangida up to 1993. According to the indepen- 
dent evening daily, PM NEWS, Col. Gwadabe has been 
arrested and placed under high surveillance in Jos, 
capital of Plateau State in Central Nigeria. 


Gen. Yar’adua Said Arrested 


AB0903164995 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The crackdown by the military 
government of General Sani Abacha in Nigeria is appar- 
ently continuing. There has already been a wave of 
arrests of military people in connection with the sus- 
pected coup plot that the authorities were reluctant to 
say anything about. Now, a very big fish has been picked 
up. He is General Yar’adua, one of the front runners in 
the abortive elections of 1993. He was arrested in the 
Nigerian capital, Abuja, this morning. Robin White 
asked our Abuja reporter, Omar Faruk, what he knew of 
the arrest: 


[Begin recording] [Faruk] Gen. Shehu Musa Yar’adua 
was picked up in the early hours of the morning, 1 AM 
precisely today, by some group of security agents who 
came to his residence at Apple Village. Apple Village is 
the place resided by members of the Constitutional 
Conference holding in Abuja. 


[White] And they took him where? 


[Faruk] It is not clear where they took him to, but his 
director of protocol informed me that he was taken to a 
police station, then few hours later he was removed to a 
place yet to be known by his director of protocol. 


[White] Did you yourself go to his house? 


[Faruk] I went to his house and I met many people trying 
to enquire of his whereabouts. At the conference too, 
some delegates could not see Gen. Shehu Yar’adua as 
usual so they started speculating whether all is well with 
him. The time I went to his house I noted several people, 
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including some delegates, trying to enquire of his where- 
abouts, and his director of protocol confirmed to them 
that Gen. Shehu Yar’adua was arrested. 


[White] Have the authorities confirmed this or not? 


[Faruk] They are yet to confirm that, therefore, we 
cannot precisely say why they took him away, but 
speculations are rife. Some people are speculating that 
the arrest came at a time when the military authorities in 
the country are arresting people regarding their role or 
alleged role in the coup plot in the country, and other 
sources told me that his arrest could be connected to his 
position which he seems to maintain that the military 
should quit power by January 1996, which has been 
endorsed by the Constitutional Conference. 


[White] I take it that the arrest of Yar’adua is seen as 
very, very important in Nigeria. 


[Faruk] Definitely. Shehu Yar’adua is seen to be one of 
the most powerful politicians around who could pres- 
surize the democratization of Nigeria today. [end 
recording] 


Support for Regime in Light of Attempted Coup 


Constitutional Conference Assails Coup 


AB0903221095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 2100 GMT 9 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Constitutional 
Conference today passed a motion condemning any 
attempt to disrupt the transition to civil rule. In the 
motion, a delegate from Kano State, Alhaji Issa Katch- 
oko, said the reported attempt to disrupt the transition 
would have retarded the progress already made by the 
conference in fashioning out a constitution for the 


country. The delegates called on Nigerians to continue to | 


give total support to the present administration and the 
conference. 


Addressing the delegates, the chairman of the confer- 
ence, Mr. Justice Adulphus Karibi- Whyte, said whatever 
form the attempt was made, the conference condemned 
it. He urged all Nigerians to shun acts that could disrupt 
the conference. 


Conference Delegates on Coup 


AB0903222095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Constitutional Conference 
made progress today with its debate on the draft consti- 
tution. Delegates concluded debate and adopted both 
Chapters 2 and 3 of the draft. Their provisions deal with 
the fundamental objectives and directive principles of 
state policy and citizenship. Correspondent Mohamed 
Kudu Abubakar has more on today’s session. 


[Begin recording] [Abubakar] [Words indistinct] Issa 
Katchako from Kano. 
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[Katchako] I be, to move that we condemn totally the 
(alleged coup) and such guys should be punished. 


[Abubakar] Mr. Emmanuel Agboluwode is from Ondo. 


{[Agboluwode] We believe in (?Federal Government) and 
the government now, has openly declared that there was 
no coup and that it was only rumors. So, we do not 
believe that, we do not deal on rumors here. That is why 
we tried to condemn the (?false) coup. 


{Abubakar} Alhaji Lawal Kaita is from Katsina. 


[Kaita}] Any move to cause confusion, we do not want it. 
That is why we condemned the [words indistinct]. 


[Abubakar] Alhaji Mohamed Shanono is from Kano. 


[Shanono] To have some people thinking that they 
should come and disturb the stability of the country 
again is just unfortunate, and to me, no amount of 
condemnation will be enough. 


[Abukabar] Some delegates, however, observed that the 
conference’s condemnation of the alleged coup attempt 
should come only after official confirmation of the 
incident. Chief Richard Okorocha is from Imo. 


[Okorochaj....went ahead to condemn, assuming an 
assumption that there was a coup. [sentence as heard] 
But we are not sure whether there was a coup or not. 


[Abubakar] But Chief Jimoh Shitu from Kwara says it is 
in order. 


{Shitu] We should cooperate with the government, and 
the government is ready to hand over to civilians. All of 
us we want democracy. Why should some people then, 
again, try to take over government by force. It is totally 
wrong. 


[Abubakar] Earlier, before the commencement of today’s 
session, Conference Chairman Justice Adolphus Karibi- 
Whyte had received a delegation of the people of Owo 
Local Government Area in Ondo State. Led by Oba 
Ademolegun, the Olugbena of Okpena, the people of 
Owo described the ongoing constitutional conference as 
the only credible way of moving Nigeria forward. They 
also presented a request for the splitting of the present 
Owo Local Government Area into two. Justice Karibi- 
Whyte, who described local government administration 
as the grassroot of democracy, said people with genuine 
request will be considered. [end recording] 


Abuja Residents State Support 


AB0903223095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 9 Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Residents of the Federal Cap- 
ital Territory [FCT], Abuja, held a solidarity rally today 
and restated their support and confidence in the presi- 
dent administration. A spokesman for the residents, 
Chief David Sanya, said the rally was in reaction to the 
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recen: rumor of plans to destabilize the nation. Corre- 
spondent Blossom Obani was at the rally and now 
reports: 


[Begin Obani recording] [Words indistinct] defied the 
heat of the sun to converge en masse at the Federal 
Capital Development Authority Secretariat for the soli- 
darity rally. Their mission is to convey to the head of 
state, General Sani Abacha, through the FCT minister, 
Lieutenant Gen. Jeremiah Useni, the unflinching sup- 
port to his able administration. 


Chief David Sanya, who is also the Majin Da Likaru 
[traditional title], said Nigerians reject in unison with all 
totality any attempt to disrupt or terminate the leader- 
ship of the Federal Government as presently constituted. 


Responding, Gen. Useni promised to immediately 
deliver the message to the head of state, Gen. Sani 
Abacha. He said the administration would continue to 
dialogue with various interest groups in the country in 
the spirit of national reconciliation. The minister 
advised Nigerians to refrain f.0m divisive acts, and 
strive for a united and peaceful Nigeria. He said the 
Constitutional Conference would soon wind off its 
assignment for active transition to democracy. All the 
area councils comprising 45 wards and satellite towns 
participated in the rally. [end recording] 


Constitutional Forum Adopts Free Market 
Economy Chapter 


AB1003 140595 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 
1030 GMT 10 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Constitutional Conference 
in Nigeria yesterday adopted the chapter of the draft 
constitution which stipulates that the country should 
operate a free market economy; but this (?news), which 
did not go down well with some delegates who [words 
indistinct]. One of them is (Professor Osaliena). Our 
correspondent asked him [words indistinct] 


[Begin recording] [(Osaliena)] The most contentious 
aspect is related to the question of the country operating 
the free economy, which was the decision deliberately 
taken by the committee and which was adopted in the 
report of the committee, that the country should now 
operate a free economy. This is what was contained in 
the report of conference. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Were these details 
reflected in the actual draft? 


[(Osaliena)} Yes, the difficulty was that that was not 
reflected in the draft, and that was why there was an 
amendment proposed to (7heighten) the decision of 
conference, which was an adoption of the recommenda- 
tion of the committee reflected in the draft. But, sadly, 
that was rejected, especially by those who fear or misun- 
derstood the recommendation to mean that the govern- 
ment, the state must be disqualified from participation 
in (?certain) sectors of the economy. That, I know, was 
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not the recommendation. There was no intention to 
debar government from involvement in any area. 
Rather, it was to free the economy to individuals, so that 
individuals could be free to embark in all sectors of the 
economy, provided that they meet laid down require- 
ments by government. 


[Correspondent] What is the prevailing conclusion in the 
draft that dealt with the free market economy? 


[(Osaliena)} Well, the position now is that the provisions 
of the 1989 Constitution have been retained. So, in 
effect, not all the recommendations which we recom- 
mended have been rejected. What the conference 
accepted in December have been reje..ed and what 
remains now are the provisions of the July 1989 Consti- 
tution. [end recording] 


On his part, Alhaji Issa Ibrahim also maintained that 
there was no need for any amendment, because the draft 
constitution, as it is, has taken care of the free market 
economy. 


[Begin recording] [Ibrahim] I think the issue does not 
even arise, because already what we have in the Consti- 
tution already covers the free market economy, and what 
is stated in the relevant section of the Constitution is that 
the Federal Government is allowed to participate and 
operate the major sectors of the economy and that there 
is nothing in the Constitution that also prohibits the 
Federal Government .com venturing into matters that 
are outside the major sectors of the economy, which 
means that the Federal Government has power to ven- 
ture into, to participate, and operate within and outside 
the major sectors of the economy. Now, it also....[pauses] 
The same section also goes further to say that the Federal 
Government shall protect individual rights to participate 
both in the major and outside major sectors of the 
economy. So you find that you could as well just sum up 
everything in a sentence and say that both the Federal 
Government and individual citizens of the country can 
participate and operate both within and outside the 
major sectors of the economy. 


[Correspondent] So are you saying that the draft consti- 
tution has taken care of all this free market economy 
issue? 

[Ibrahim] Exactly, that is what I am saying, that the 
Constitution has already taken care of the issue of free 
market. In fact, that is what we are operating presently. 
[end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Peace, Security Organization Outlines Objectives 


AB0903225495 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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{(FBIS Transcribed Text] While the civil war between 
Captain Strasser’s NPRC [National Provisional Ruling 
Council] government in Sierra Leone and Foday 
Sankoh’s RUF [Revolutionary United Front} rebels 
drags on, there has been much talk recently, especially in 
the local press, of armed groups being set up that are not 
part of the RUF. There is much speculation that one 
man who could be behind such a group is Alhaji Musa 
Kabia. He was a senior minister in ex-President 
Momoh’s government. He now lives in France, and 
recently launched the Organization for Peace and Secu- 
rity in Sierra Leone, OPAS. He has just been in London 
and Elizabeth Ohene asked him if his organization had 
on its agenda getting rid of Captain Sirasser: 

{Begin recording] [Kabia] Not necessarily, but we have 
in aim to bring about all the warring factors to come 
together to talk about peace and security in Sierra Leone. 


{[Ohene] Who are the warring factions? 


{[Kabia] It is the view of OPAS that Capt. Strasser’s 
government needs to be on the conference table and, 
undoubtedly, there is President Momoh who is now in 
exile in Guinea... 


{[Ohene, interrupting] Is he a part of the factions? 


[Kabia] Well, it is the view of OPAS that because he was 
a military man and he became a civilian and became 
president of the Republic of Sierra Leone, whether we 
like it or not, there will be a number of people within the 
Army that will still seek his interest within that Army 
and so therefore he is another factor. Now, we have 
Major General Tarawalli who is in London—also in 
exile. He spent his lifetime in the Army. Now if he is out 
of the country, it is the view OPAS that he would have 
logically a group of people within the very Army and so 
therefore he is another factor that we want to bring on 
the conference table. 


{[Ohene] And I take it you'd also be wanting Corporal 
Foday Sankoh also around the table. 


[Kabia] Definitely. Definitely. The RUF leader, Corporal 
Foday Sankoh. We are.... [pauses] It is the view of OPAS 
and we will go all out to make sure that we bring Corporal 
Sankoh or his representative on the conference table. And 
even the.... [pauses] I want to bring the question of Yaya 
Kano who was killed some time ago. Definitely, Yaya 
Kano’s men are still within the Army fighting within, and 
when all these groups are fighting, innocent people—the 
socially and economically disadvantaged people in the rural 
areas—are dying for nothing. 


[Ohene] You know, the press in Sierra Leone is saying 
that you are heading another rebel group. This thing you 
are calling Organization for Peace and Security, is it 
another warring group? 
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[Kabia] That is utter rubbish. Whomsoever knows Alhaji 
Musa Kabia will never think for one moment that he 
would attempt even to kill one person. We have never 
attempted to lead any group whatsoever. We have been 
listening to people talking about myself, Ansin Toure, 
and other interested people leading a rebel group in 
northern Sierra Leone. That is utter rubbish, and who- 
soever wants to stop the Army, he is trying to complicate 
things more and more and more and more. Now, the 
Organization for Peace and Security is dedicated, is 
committed to find all solutions to end the rebel war in 
Sierra Leone so that our people will stop dying uselessly. 
{end recording] 


Government Reports 33 Rebels Killed in Attacks 


AB0903 183095 Paris AFP in English 1714 GMT 
9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Freetown, 9 Mar (AFP)— 
Government troops have killed 33 rebels, fighting off 
two ambushes in southern Sierra Leone, defence officials 
in the capital Freetown announced Thursday [9 March]. 
The attacks happened Wednesday near the town of 
Sumbuya, some 170 kilometres (105 miles) southeast of 
here, officials said. They gave no details of government 
casualties, but said the attacks are believed to have been 
carried out by Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels 
fleeing the neighbouring Swiss-owned Sierra Leone Ore 
and Metal Company (SIEROMCO) bauxite mine. The 
installation was recaptured by the Army on Monday, for 
the second time this year. 


Government forces were continuing to hunt fleeing 
rebels Thursday. One local journalist said RUF fighters 
are thought to be hiding in the dense forest in prepara- 
tion for further ambushes on government troops. One 
frontline commander told AFP by telephone the recap- 
ture of SIEROMCO had given the Army “a new push” to 
retake the neighbouring U.S. and Australian-owned 
Sierra Rutile plant, which mined an ore of titanium until 
it was overrun by rebels in January. 


The two plants were first taken by the RUF in raids on 
January 18 and 20, in which a total of seven expatriate 
workers and at least seven Sierra Leonean employees 
were kidnapped. Both mines were later retaken by gov- 
ernment forces before again falling into rebel hands. 


The two companies between them generated 60 percent 
of the poverty-stricken country’s foreign exchange earn- 
ings and have both suspended operations in Sierra 
Leone. West African diplomats here said Thursday the 
recapture of SIEROMCO was “crucial for foreign inves- 
tors’ confidence”’. [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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